a 




Sacrament© 

«; A Democratic state offi- 
cial yesterday formally re- 
quested tailionria’s income 
lax board to bill President 
$3xon for state income 
taxes. 

; A 24-page complaint 
claiming that Nixon owes 
the taxes was filed with the 
State Franchise Tax Board 
by William M. Bennett, an 
fleeted member of the State 
Board of Equalization. 

• The White House declared 
m December that Nixon 
|as paid no state or local in- 
come taxes since becoming 
President in 196S. His tax at- 
torneys have contended he is 
fot a resident of California 
itats. income taxes. 

* Bennett’s complaint cites 
slews repons. White House 
Statements and Nixon’s own 
Comments as evidence that 
?be President is liable for 
.jgtste feMjbjne axes. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Franchise 
Tax Board officials, who 
have refused to discuss Nix- 
on’s case, contending that 
all state tax matters — in- 
cluding those involving the 
President — are confiden- 
tial. 

Bennett’s legal-style com- 
plaint noted that Nixon has 
voted in California since 
1869, that he owns property 
at San Clemente and that he , 
has a personal attorney, ac- 
countant, physician and a 
bank account in California. 

Bennett said whenever 
there is a question about a 
person's California tax lia- 
bility, the state sends the in- 
dividual an assessment of 
estimated taxes. The tax is 
then paid under protest 
pending appeal. 

This is what should be 
done in Nixon’:- cose Ben- 
nett contended. 
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WASHINGTON (UPi) — A 
suit was filed in U.S. District 
Court today charging President 
Nixon illegally and unconstitu- 
tionally used up to $3 million to 
improve his Key Biscayae and 
San Clemente retreats. 

Reps. Bella S. Abzug. D-N.Y., 
and Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, an- 
nounced the filing of the suit, 
which asks Nixon to make resti- 
tution to tbe'U.S. Treasury for 
the amount of money spent or 
the private homes in Florida 
and California. . 
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The suit, which charges the 
President, the Genera! Services 
Administration and the Secret 
Service with illegal use of fed- 
eral funds, was filed because 
the home improvement spend- 
ing was “illegal and unconstitu- 
tional and substantially added 
to the value of hfe private 
worth,” Abzug saidr ■- 
“We think the President 
should give back the money,” 
.'she said, “and we also want 
hint, the GSA and the Secret 
Service to b£ enjbised from 
spending any more money file- 
-gaily.” . ■ 

: Mrs. Abzug said she supporis 
“legitimate” spending of mon- 
ey for security and communica- 
tion purposes. - 
But she* said no “justifica- 
tion” existed for spending on 
beach cabanas at San Clements 
sad the hiring of a full-time 
gardener for “routine landscap- 
ing functions unrelated to se- 
curity” at Key Biscayne. 

She also cited the purchase of 
Mexican-style lanterns for the 
Secret Service guard station 
gate at San Clemente, custom 
furniture for Mr. Nixon’s den at 
the California retreat, and an 
ice-making machine for the 
Florida hideaway. 


■ mend X- r.o of Ins past Fed- 
eral returns* if only- to era or 
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Altir-ngh vise source did 
not predict it , submission of 
am ; I, !•*’.! I'.K tax filings 
Id give V:: Nixon an on- 
nut;/ ;u ch-tn20 vorfre- 
versi:;! hems on his federal 

T e i 'resident, for exam- 
ple. could abandon $370,000 
in deductions forgiving vice 
presidential papers to the 
government, or report tor 
the first time that he real- 
ized » taxable capita! gain 
— as his auditors claim— -in 
selling' part oi his San Cle- 
mente estate. 

By voluntarily amending 
earlier federal returns, Mr. 
Nixon would avoid the possi- 
bility of having his filings 
challenged by the Internal 
Revenue Service or the Sen- 
ate - House committee on In- 
ternai Revenue Taxation, 
both of which are looking 
into his tax affairs. 

During iiis first four years 
in office. Mr. Nixon paid 


"Our lawsuit charges the 
President with illegally exceed- 
ing the law as written by Con- 
gress and violating Article II, 
section 1, of the Constitution,” 
she said. That Section bars the 
President from receiving addi- 
tional emoluments outside his 
salary sr-d expenses. 


about S30.000 in federal tax- 
es on income of more than 
SI million. lie has not paid 
California income t axes 
since ihe 1969 purchase ‘of 
bis San Clemente home, 
which he lists as his resi- 



